City of Cheyenne - Athletic Field Closures

Fields Closed: November 1 -March 31

Purpose of Seasonal Closure

The City of Cheyenne’s Athletic Facilities are closed to the public for all organized use
from November 1 through March 31.
Fields become available for use on April 1 each year.

These closures ensure that our community enjoys well-groomed, safe, and high-
quality athletic facilities throughout the season.

Why Fields Are Closed

After winter, turf is in a vulnerable state as it emerges from dormancy. Cold soil
temperatures, dry conditions, and desiccation weaken the grass. Heavy or early use
can cause:

¢ Permanent turf damage and bare ground
e Soil compaction that restricts root growth
¢ Increased weeds and disease due to turf stress

Allowing turf to recover naturally through early spring ensures that our fields can
handle the demands of the season.

Healthy turf = Safe turf — the grass provides a cushion that helps absorb impact and
preventinjuries.

Field Preparation by Parks Staff

During March, the Parks Division prepares all athletic facilities for spring play. The City
maintains:

o 27 Baseball/Softball Fields
e 23 Soccer Fields (45 acres of turf)
e 1Lacrosse Field

e 2 Football Fields



Preparation work includes:
e Removing winter debris
¢ Leveling and adding infield mix
¢ Installing bases
¢ Painting foul lines and striping fields
o Testing and repairing lights
e Grooming synthetic turf
+ Installation of canopies and batting cage nets (where applicable)

Unapproved early use can undo hours of maintenance and delay field readiness for all
organizations.

Practices in Open Parkland
While athletic fields are closed, practices in open parkland are allowed year-round.

The City strives to be fair and consistent — these closure rules apply to all
organizations. They are discussed during pre-season meetings and detailed in the
Community Recreation & Events “Facility Rental Guide.”

Our Commitment

Our goal is to provide the community with safe, resilient, and beautiful athletic
facilities for an entire season.

By respecting closure dates, you help preserve our fields and support the City’s ability
to host local, state, regional, and national tournaments.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.



